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July 2026 has celebrated many defining moments in American History. National and statewide parades, fireworks, 

commemorations and celebrations rightfully share our semi-quincentennial.  This holds true for Ohio’s smallest county 

with the most history - Lake County.  Founded in 1840, our history began long before statehood or county recognition. It 
dates to the earliest moments of the America Revolution Era.  Throughout Lake County, many of these stories have been 

shared in various events to date.  Some such programs have been a Patriot’s Lantern Tour at Concord Township 

Cemetery, a Lakeland Community College Concert and spring baseball / ‘250’ day event, and Lake County History 
Center’s Flag Day Picnic. Patriot’s storyboards have been on display at local libraries as well as at Lakeland Community 

College and the Lake County Administration Building.  A June rededication ceremony in downtown Painesville added 

two more Revolutionary Soldiers to Lake County’s official Patriot Marker and cemetery records.  Nathan Harris of 

Mentor and Roswell Humphrey from Willoughby joined the previous 86 known Patriots.  July 4 at Classic Park saw a 
team led by General George Washington defeat King George in a heated 3-inning baseball game.   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
While many more local events will highlight 2026, it is a local Daughters of the American Revolution project that I return 

to this month.  Introduced nearly three years ago, the project sought to share the stories of some of our county’s American 

Revolutionary War Patriots.  A patriot has been introduced every three months and their story / storyboard has been 
shared in our local libraries, major events and elsewhere throughout the county upon request.  By the end of 2026, ten 

such patriots will have been featured.  This month their eighth storyboard is featured.  The name is well known locally - 

Bartholomew Vrooman.  The patriotism of the Vrooman men during the American Revolution made their name historic in 
New York State, specifically Schoharie, Albany County.  The spelling of the name Vrooman (Vroman) varies with the 

family and perhaps personal preference with some.  Pension records show a Vrooman arriving in Concord Township as 

early as 1812-1813.  Madison Township in Lake County documents a Vrooman as early as 1793.  Here is brief recounting 

of a family history and one life well lived. 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                         

                   

Submitted by. Dan Maxson - Local Lore by Max, 2010-2016 - The News-Herald, Community Media Lab - Volunteer 
Docent , Curator - FHHS / Fairport Harbor Lighthouse & Marine Museum - Volunteer Curator / Docent - Old Stone 

School, Concord Township  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Vrooman name visible in foundation and door of 
Revolutionary War Fort/Church in Schonarie, New 

York. 


